
exhaust the patient's strength iu very desperate cases.
I suppose it is a choice of evils. The fecal fistula
almost always heals in the course of a few weeks. It
is very uncommon to have one persist.

Recent Literature
First Aid in Illness and Injury. By James E.

Pilcher, M.D., Ph.D., Captain in the Medical De-
partment of the United States Army. Revised edi-
tion, with 176 illustrations, 322 pages. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons. 1894.
Dr. Pitcher's idea has been to produce a book which

shall be a manual for rapid reference in emergencies,
not only for the soldier, but also for the civilian. He
has tried to avoid all technicalities or procedures which
require medical experience for their efficient employ-
ment. The subject is discussed in four parts.

Part 1. The conatruction of the human machine.
This is designed to furnish the reader with the knowl-
edge of anatomy and physiology necessary to read in-
telligently the subsequent chapters.

Part II. The implements of repair. This includes
asepsis, antisepsis, knots, bandages, dressings, and
similar subjects.

Part III. Accidents and emergencies. TIiíb is de-
voted to a description of the moBt common emergencies
and their appropriate treatment. The emergencies of
the battle-field are discussed in two Beparate chapters.

Part IV. The care of the human machine. This
briefly reviews sanitation, hygiene and dietetics.

To facilitate rapid reference the text is so arranged
that the important facts are printed in large type.
This enables the reader to separate at a glance the
essential facts from accessory details or descriptions.
The book ia extensively illustrated, and has also a com-

plete index. It is of convenient size for transporta-
tion. The chapter describing the ambulance-corps
drill is an unusual feature, and is accurate. The book
is well written, and contains much valuable informa-
tion. Its author has collected many effective and
practical methods of relieving the conditions which
usually obtain in surgical emergencies.
Syllabus of Lectures on Human Embryology. An In-

troduction to the Study ofObstetrics and Gyn\l=ae\cology.
For medical students and practitioners. With a

glossary of embryological terms. By Walter
Porter Manton, M.D., Professor of Clinical
Gyn\l=ae\cology and Lecturer on Obstetrics in the
Detroit College of Medicine; Fellow of the Royal
Microscopical Society, of the British Zo\l=o"\logical So-
ciety, American Microscopical Society, etc. Illus-
trated with 70 outline drawings and Photo-engrav-
ings. 12mo, cloth, 126 pages, interleaved for adding
notes and other illustrations. Philadelphia: The
F. A. Davis Co.
This little work furnishes a brief synopsis of the

facts of human embryology. The leading points are

emphasized with clearness, so that the book may be
conveniently used to refresh one's memory. It is in
the main accurate, for we notice few errors ; but the
untes on the nervous system are far from presenting
adequately even the main facts in our present
knowledge of that part of the body. This is the only
serious criticism against the book, which otherwise is
excellent for its purpose.
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THE AMBULANT TREATMENT OF FRACT-
URES OF THE LOWER EXTREMITY.

The adoption of the plaster bandage in the treat-
ment of fractures of the lower extremity brought with
it a marked shortening of the period of confiuement to
bed in these injuries. Tho patient treated by this
method, instead of being confined to bed for a mouth
or more, is able, under favorable circumstances, within
three or four days to be up and about ou crutches, a

marked advantage to all patients, and especially to
those who bear confinement badly. The results under
this treatment, in skilled hands, have been shown to
have been fully as good as those of the older methods
of treatment, by splints, fracture-boxes, etc., aud in
many of our larger hospitals the plaster bandage has
almost superseded all forms of splint, in the treatment
of fractures of the leg, compound as well as simple.

An able aud exhaustive editorial in the February
number of the Annals of Surgery is devoted to the
discussion of certain modifications of the plaster band-
age, by which patients with broken legs are enabled to

walk about, bearing their weight on both limbs, with-
out support of crutch or cane, aud without interfering
with the union of the broken bones.

In 1891, Krause1 published a paper on the treat-

meut of fractures of the bones of the leg iu walking
patients.

Two years later, Korsch2 published a paper iu
which he described the application of the ambulant
treatment to compound fractures and fractures of the

thigh. He applied his plaster bandages directly to the
skin, without intervening bandage or padding.

Bruns, of Tübingen,8 described a method of treating
fractures of the thigh by splints made of metal rods
and leather atrapa, the whole leg being suspended, and
the weight being brought on the tuber ischii and peri-
neum.

Dolliuger, of Budapesth, in 1893,4 described a re-

 Deutsche mod. Woeh., 1891, No. 13.
' Berl. kiln. Wooh., 1893, No. 2.
; Heltriige /.ur klinische Chirurglo, x Band, 2 Heft, 1893.
' Oentralliliitt l'iir Chirurgie, No. 18, 1893.
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movable splint for the ambulant treatment of fractures
of the leg.

Bardelebeu6 discussed 116 fractures of the leg
patella and thigh, including osteotomies for genu
valgum, aud compound fractures, treated by the am-

bulant method.
The advantages of early locomotion, in addition to the

great convenience and comfort of the patient, are the
prevention of atrophy of the muscles and stiffness of
the joints. Delirium tremens is said to be almost un-

known iu patients treated by this method. The treat-
meut to be aucceasful must be carefully carried out.
The bandage should not be applied till the third or fourth
day. If any swelling is present when it ia applied, it
must be removed in a few daya, that ia, after the sub-
sidence of the swelling, aud a new one applied to fit
the now altered contour of the limb. In compound
fractures, after the first few daya have shown that no

sepsis is taking place, the ambulant bandage may in
the majority of cases be applied.

Korsch demouBtrated before tbe congress at which
Bardeleben's paper was read, seven cases, three of the
thigh, and four of the leg, in which the ambulant
treatment had been practised with good results. In
fracture of the thigh passive exteusion was accom-

plished by the application of plaater directly to the
skin of the malleoli, the doraum of the foot, and the
heel, counter-extension being provided by a Thomas
splint of heavy wire, incorporated iu the plaster band-
age, which extends as high as the tuber ischii. Albers
reported at the aamecongresB seventy-eight cases, fifty-
six fractures of the leg, five of the patella, sixteen of
the thigh, and one of both leg aud thigh treated by the
ambulant method. Consolidation iu malleolar fract-
ures took place in three weeks ; in fractures of the
middle and lower thirds of the leg in five to six weeka.
Fractures of the middle and upper thirda required
from three to fourteen weeks. Fractures of the thigh
treated early united iu from four to five weeks. A
compound fracture, converted into a subcutaneous
fracture by suture, walked about after the eighth day,
and was consolidated on the twenty-seventh. A pa-
tient was presented at the congress who ten days be-
fore had been run over, sustaining a compound fract-
ure of the left leg and thigh. On the fourth day a
" gehverband " was applied, and he walked with the
aid of a crutch and cane. Iu three of Albers's cases of
fractured thigh there was no shortening, and in only
one case did the shortening amouut to three centi-
metres.

Krause in the discussion at the same congress,
claimed to have employed the ambulant treatment for
seven years. With regard to the question whether
consolidation takes place more rapidly under the am-

bulant treatment than by the older methods, he pre-
sents a table from Paul Bruua which shows in the
main that except in fractures of the fibula, which con-

solidate much more rapidly under the ambulant treat-
ment, there is little difference in the time of union of

« Verhandlungen der deutsche Uosollscli. für Chir., 1894.

fractures of the lower third of the leg ; but in fractures
of the upper third consolidation takes place much
earlier. Iu all these fractures, however, the patients
are able to go to work without splints much earlier
under the ambulant treatment.

Krause is of the opinion that the ambulant treat-
ment must be limited to fractures and osteotomies in
the region of the malleoli, the leg, aud the lower end
of the femur. He does not employ the method in
oblique fractures of the femur or fractures of the
neck of the same.

In this country Warbasse has practised the ambu-
lant treatment on six fractures of the leg in the service
of Dr. L. S. Pilchcr, at the Methodist Episcopal
Hospital in Brooklyn. Warbasse does not apply the
plaster bandage next the skin, but applies first a

flannel bandage from the toes to just above the knee.
Twelve or fifteeu layers of cotton wadding are included
iu the flannel baudage beneath the sole of the foot,
and the plaster bandage is reinforced by longitudinal
turns beneath the Bole, and made to fit snugly about
the enlargement of the upper end of the tibia. By
this method it will be seen that the foot is suspended
so that no weight comes on the lower fragment, the
weight of the body being borne on the diverging sur-

faces of the upper end of the tibia, exactly as it is in
an artificial leg for au amputation at the point of elec-
tion. The results iu the six cases were as good as

those treated in the simple plaster bandage, aud some of
the patients were able to leave the hospital within three
or four days, walking on the injured limb, and returning
of course, daily, for observation.

The advantages of tho ambulant treatment to the pa-
tient, if equally good results can be attained, are obvi-
ous enough. On the part of the surgeon it requires
much greater care and watchfulness than the older
methods. As has been pointed out, the baudage must
be changed whenever the subsidence of the swelling
has allowed it to become eveu slightly looseued, for
in an ambulant patient the free play of the muscles
would be extremely likely both to cause shifting of
the ends of the fragments and delayed union or de-
formity.

Ab an objection to the general adoption of the treat-
ment in this couutry, it has been stated that German
surgeons were satisfied with results which in this
country would bring disrepute upon the surgeon re-

sponsible for them. The results attained by Warbasse,
however, leave little to be desired. Theoretically, there
seems to be no reason why certain uncomplicated fract-
ures of the lower limb cannot be so protected and con-
fined as to allow the patieut to walk about during treat-
ment. The treatment, however, can be safely adopted
only by those especially skilled in the application of
plaster baudage, and should not be attempted under
circumstances where the caBe cannot be constantly aud
carefully watched. A more extended trial on a large
scale, in competent hands, is necessary to establish its
value, and the evidence now at hand may be considered
to warrant such trial. In the treatment of cases in
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which confinement to bed is likely to produce delirium
tremens the advantages are certainly great enough to

justify the attempt.
Korach's method of applying the plaster bandage

next the skin, we think will hardly meet with favor
iu this country, the danger of pressure sores with their
attendant disadvantages being too great. There seems

to be no reason why a smooth flannel bandage applied
next the skin should interfere with proper immobiliza-
tion, while it would certainly be necessary to prevent
abrasions in walking patients.

A METROPOLITAN WATER-SUPPLY.

A special report upon a metropolitan water-supply,
recently made to the Massachusetts Legislature by
the State Board of Health, will attract much attention.
It promises to provide a water of much better quality
than Boston baa thus far succeeded in getting, to a

population of nearly two million people. It ia po8sible
to furnish this better water, because the country from
which the supply is to come is the sparsely settled
territory on the southern and eastern slopes of
Wachusett mountain, with a poor soil, and possessing
no temptations to a manufacturing population ; more-

over, it is comparatively free from swamps, the pres-
ence of which gives so decided a color to the waters
of the Sudbury, Boston's present chief source of supply.

The plan now presented has the additional merit,
that still other sources of very pure water, sufficient
for any period of time for which provision should be
made, can be conveniently and cheaply united to this
new supply.

The important hearing before a committee of the
City Council of Boston some ton years since, ia probably
still remembered by careful readers of the Journal.
Upon that occasion many of our prominent physicians
and other citizens iusisted upon the more thorough
removal of the aoil from basins intended for the
storage of water used for domestic supply.

It will also be remembered, how great the improve-
ment was, that followed the application of this treat-
ment to two of thebaainaof the Sudbury Bystem, which
had at first not been so treated ; acting upon the in-
struction of that lesson, the authorities of Boston have
caused the more recent basins, constructed on the
same water-shed, to receive a more elaborate prepara-
tion even.

Such experiences as these of the City of Boston,
in connection with the resulta obtained at the experi-
ment Btation of the State Board of Health at Lawrence,
prove that the great basins of a water-supply canuot
be too carefully prepared for their work. So decidedly
of this opinion dooa the board appear to be, that they
state that nearly $4,000,000 of the $19,000,000 esti-
mated to be the total cost of the new supply are to
be spent upou measures of preparation immediately
designed for the purpose of getting a coloriese aud
attractive water, equal to that found in Lake Wiuni-
piseogee.

For more thau a generation men have looked to
this New Hampshire lake as the ideal water-supply
for the greater Boston. This report seems to have, at
last, restored this charming pleasure resort to the un-

hampered enjoyment of the people of the whole
country. It is altogether probable that the State of
New Hampshire would not surrender its control of
the lake, to begin with ; aud it now appears that the
water is to a certain degree polluted and likely in
the future to become much more so, and therefore
undesirable.

At first sight it is a surprise to find the board turn-

ing away bo decidedly from the scheme to bring
down to the metropolitan district the filtered waters of
the Merrimack. It was understood that they have
been satisfied with the results of the use of the filtered
water at Lawrence, and some threatened legal com-

plications might have been avoided by taking water at
a point where citizens only of this State were to be af-
fected. But we must confess that the conclusion ar-

rived at to pay a little more and take a water above
suspicion, is sound and will, we believe, meet with
general approval. It has been both wittily and
wisely said that what we demand of a drinking-
water is not repentance but purity. There is another
objection to be urged against a great filter plant
employing a hundred or more attendants, which is
not mentioned, although the board may have had it
in mind, and it is this — the possibility of a strike
among the workmen, and the consequent disturbance
iu the supply of the most important need of our lives.

From beginning to end the report is full of interest,
and should be read by every physician within the
proposed district.

NERVOUS DISEASES AND MODERN LIFE.
Dit. Clifford Allbutt, in the Contemporary Re-

view for February, 1895, discusses the subject of " Ner-
vous Diseases and Modern Life."

His lengthy article, whose prolixity is only relieved
by its rhetorical brilliancy, is writteu from an optimis-
tic standpoint, aud opposes the prevalent view that
nervous diseases are on the increase.

We may admit the arduousness of the struggle for
existence without concediug that the civilized races aro

degenerating, and that in the evolution of our race the
complex brain is becoming more and more unstable,
and more prone to be upset by faulty surroundings and
high-pressure life. In spite of the more direct and
brutal elimination of the unfit among savages, we see

obscurely in the gloom of the past or of the remoter
parts of the earth that possession by devils, attacks of
fury, hallucinations, frenzies and epidemic manias
have been at least as common in savage peoples as in
our own. On this point Dr. Tyler (" Primitive Cul-
ture ") gives some striking facts.

Again, there are many diseases classed as nervous
diseases which may not strictly belong to this class, or

only belong to it iu au anatomical sense. When
disease of the skull iuvades the brain, the resulting

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 2, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



disorders are not to be regarded aa primarily nervous ;
so, again, if the braiu suffer from disease of the blood-
vessels, we ought not to regard the consequent disor-
ders as nervous in their nature. Again, certain spe-
cific affections of the nervous tissues may be secondary
to intoxications, such aa lead, alcohol, diphtheria, in-
fluenza, and ao on ; aud in such cases we must acquit
the nervouB system of primary defect.

Dr. Allbutt believes that the widest observation
will show that by virtue of its more aud more com-

plete adaptation to the varying degrees and kinds of
social pressure — that is to say, of its very complexity
— the nervous tissue, delicate as it is, exquisite as it
is, shows a tenacity aud persistence beyond most
others. Old age rarely enters by the paths of the
nerves or finds its first seat in the cerebral centres. If
the circulation be maintained, and the excretiona do
not fail, the brain of old persoiiB retains a marvellous
efficiency.

Dr. Allbutt's paper brings out forcibly the relation
of work to the nervous system. It is not systematic
work that does harm so much as prevalent vices and
sitia against obvious hygiene. Distress, anxiety and
worry are factors rather of alimentary and cardio-renal
than of nervous disease. Many a nervous breakdown
begins in a derangement of digeation ; and in moat
iuatances of neuropathy ascribed to overwork, it is
rather the conditions under which work ia done than
the work itself which has done the mischief. Many a
woman works away mechanically, regardless of the
hours of rest, taking little or taking improper food,
poisoning her nerves with tea and her blood with im-
pure air, and then becomes nervous and hysterical.
On the other hand, the men or women who, having
inherited a fairly stable nervous system, work their
braius so as to get most out of them, who are tem-
perate in meat and drink, aud take care to breathe
fresh air, will have little coin plaint to make of uer-
vousuess.

" Morbid heredity and vice apart," says the writer,
" the nervous system bears ill usage as well as any
other part of our bodies."

General paralysis is, no doubt, a disease of towns,
aud more and more, therefore, of modern life. That
it has, however, no close dependence on brain work or
the hurry and worry of business, is evident from its
frequency among soldiers and sailors, who, although
they frequent towns, belong» rather to the country or
the sea. The characters of this disease are such as, iu
the estimation of Dr. Allbutt, might warrant ¡ta clasBi-
fication apart from the primarily nervous, aud perhaps
among the infectious diseaaes.

It might be suppoaed that insanity is on the increase
iu certain arduous business pursuits, where the ner-
vous wear and tear is exceptionally severe ; but here,
too, according to this writer, there are no official re-
turns to justify any such inference. On the coutrary,
we find it just as prevalent in other callings in which
nervous and mental straiu is not au important factor.
Classification of the insane by calling has thrown as

yet but little light on causation, except in so far as the
negative results fortify the belief that insanity is rather
a result of physical degeneration and of hereditary
transmission than of overwork aud anxiety. "The
increase of insanity is greatest," says Dr. Ogle, " in
the agricultural laborer who does not speculate iu
stocks, aud who lives iu Arcadian peace aud sim-
plicity."

Grim as are the stories of individual trials aud sor-
rows which are told to the physician, madness is arare

consequence of these trials, if we set aside the cases of
persons predisposed to the disease. On the other
baud, Dr. Allbutt says, " iusanity is common enough
iu quiet old maids, in careless lads aud laBses, in hum-
drum and respectable citizens of' all sorts, in rustic
squires, iu the country clergy, in retired students, in
mothers of peaceful homes, and so forth. And of
most of these, whatever their lives may have been, we
shall fiud a record of previous insanity in the family
tree."

As far as statistics give any light on tho subject, it
has been shown that the number of insane persons
officially recorded is lower by ten per cent, than the
number returned as insane at the last census. This is
in spite of the fact that demented aud insane porsous,
formerly kept at home or in work-houses, are being
more and more massed iu asylums, aud thus brought
under official cognizance.

The Asylums Committee of the Dorsetshire County
Council in the lust report announce au ebb iu the tide
of insanity, and to the same purport, according to Dr.
Allbutt, is the Registrar-General's Report in the cen-
sus of 1891.

Finally, Dr. Allbutt insists iu glowiug terms that
there is uot degeneration but marked improvement iu
the physique aud nervous stamina of the race ; tho
young men and young women of to-day are stronger
and more robust than their predecessors. This he at-
tributes principally to the better sanitation of the
present day, and the more scientific regulation of all
the habits of life. In the case of women, it is "tho
enfranchisement of their faculties in a liberal educa-
tion," and their greater freedom to choose their call-
ings. The general answer, he says, to those who
prate of our over-educated and over-pressed boys and
girls is " Fudge." " We do our best to hurt thou) by
our clumsy and indiscriminate methods, and we do
some harm here and there ; but happily there is a fund
of elasticity and insouciance in healthy youth which,
blunder as we may, we cannot crush. I havo met
with a few cases of naturally healthy undergraduates
exhausted by intense study extending over some years ;
but such cases are rare, and in even these I suspect
that want of exercise, fresh air and change of scene
were more to be blamed than study itself."

We have heard of such cases in England, and they
are from time to timo reported in this country ; gen-
erally the whole story is not told. Neither study uor

athletics, as a rule, kill or disable youug people, but
ignorance and foolishness.
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MEDICAL NOTES.
Cholera in Constantinople.

—

lu the week
following February 8th there were sixty-one cases of
cholera in Constantinople, and twenty-nine deaths.

The Congress of German Surgeons. — The
Twenty-fourth Congress of German Surgeons will be
held at Berlin from the 17th to the 20th of April next.
Professor Gussenbauer will preside.

A Monument to Billroth.—A monument to
the memory of Professor Billroth will soon be erected
iu tbe court of honor of the University of Vienna.
The Council of the Faculty has also decided to erect a

monument to Skoda and Rokitansky.
Journalism in Japan. — Japan, says a writer in

La Médecine Moderne, lias now over 400 daily journals
aud 300 reviews. The pioneer in journalism in Japan is
said to have been the proprietor of a patent medicine
who started a journal to advertise his drugs.

The Treatment of Tuberculous Meningitis.

—

Dr. R. Hirschberg reports a single caso which was

successfully treated by trephining and drainage of the
aub-arachuoid space. The effect of the operation waa

remarkable, the headache ceased, the pulse became
more rapid, the commencing coma disappeared, as well
as the vomiting.— Bulletin Général de Thérapeutique.

Unusual Position of a Primary Lesion. —

Dr. Voll, of Wurzburg, reports in the Münchener med.
Wochenschrift for January 29th, a case of syphilis in

a twenty-two-year-old woman, in which the primary
lesion was situated on tho back over the teuth rib
about eight to ten centimetres from the middle line.
The manner in which infection occurred in so curious
a po8itiou, he leaveB to conjecture.

A Serious Attack of Homesickness. — It is
said to be extremely difficult for natives of Brittany
to become acclimated outside their native proviuce.
An illustration of this fact was given recently iu the
I62d regiment of Kreuch Infantry iu garrisou at Com-
mercy. This regiment received an addition of eight
hundred youug soldiers from Finisterre and Morbihan
and within eight weeks two of them had hung them-
selves on account of homesickness.— Le Progres
Médical.

A NOVEL Reason for not Injecting Sub-
jects for Dissection.

—

According to La Méde-
cine Moderne, the sanitary authorities of Kieff havo
complained of the cadaveric odors which emanate
from tho dissecting rooms of the medical school in that
city, and are a nuisance in the neighborhood. It
seems that the medical faculty do not allow the sub-
jects for disaection to be preserved by antiseptic in-
jections, for the reason that this would prevent the
students from acquiring practical experience in medico-
legal autopsies !

Antitoxin of Diphtheria in Cleveland. — Dr
A. P. Ohlmacher, director of the pathological aud
bacteriological laboratories of the medical department
of the University of Wooster, Cleveland, O., claims to

have rendered a horse immune against diphtheria in
one month aud sixteen days, a remarkably short period.
He also claims that this horse is the first one rendered
immune to diphtheria in this country. As soon as ho
has standardized the serum, he proposes to begin to
use it on patients, we hope with successful results.

A Hospital Interne Treated with Anti-
toxin.

—

M. Chabry, an interne at tho Hôpital Trous-
seau, recently contracted a severe type of diphtheria
while he was on duty in the diphtheria wards. As
soon as the membrane appeared in the pharynx and
the Löfller bacilli were found, he was given thirty cubic
centimetres of the antitoxin from the Institut Pasteur.
IIíb condition, which was grave on the day of the in-
jection, improved markedly on tho day following. Tho
serum injections were repeated, and he was soon out
of danger. It is certainly sad to think of the number
of hospital internes dead of diphtheria whoBO lives
might have been saved by antitoxin.

A New Name for the Cartilage of Wris-
BERG.—Prof. B. Fraenkel, of Berlin, has lately es-
tablished the fact that the little cartilage in tho ary-
epiglottic fold, known as the cartilage of Wrisberg,
was first described by Morgagni in the Adversaria
Anatómica. It was rediscovered in 1770 by the
German anatomist Perer Camper. Fraenkel therefore
proposes that the proper name bo dropped and that
the cartilage be designated simply by the term cunei-
form, as suggested by Cuvier.— La Médecine Moderne.

Photographing the Uterus.—The American
Practitioner and News is authority for the statement
that a Swiss physician has described a method of dilating
the uterus by means of tents, so that by the use of a mir-
ror a perfect view may be obtained of the interior of
the organ. Not content with this, however, he is en-

thusiastic enough to desire to obtain photographs of the
uterine interior in various diseases of the organ. The
future of woman is sad indeed if now her womb must
not be only felt of, sounded, and measured, but photo-
graphed as well.

The German Medical Congress.
—

The value
of antitoxin serum in the treatment of diphtheria is
one of the principal subjects sot down for discussion at
tho German Medical Congross to ,be held at Munich
from April 2d to 5th. The subject will bo introduced
by ProfessorHeubner of Berlin, and Prof. A. Bagiusky
of Berlin will read a paper on the subsidiary effects of
the serum. The other subjects selected for special dis-
cussion are the therapeutics of iron, to be introduced
by Professors Quiucke, of Kiel, and Bunge, of Basel ;
and the pathology and treatment of typhlitis, to bo intro-
duced by Professors Sahli, of Bern, and Helferich, of
Greifswald. An exhibition of apparatus, instruments,
and preparations will be held during the Congress.

Symphyseotomy in England.
—

At the annual
meeting of the Obstetrical Society recently, Dr. Walter
Griffith showed a patient upon whom he had performed
symphyseotoiny on October 19, 1894, at Queen Char-
lotte's Hospital. She was thirty-two years of age,
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and a primípara. There was pelvic contraction, the
true conjugate being three and one-quarter inches. The
patient made au excellent recovery, aud when exhibited
waa able to jump down from a chair. She was in very
good health, and perfectly able to attend to her work.
Dr. Griffith commended 'Farmer's practice, iu so far as

the distinguished French obstetrician's method of per-
forming symphyseotomy was concerned, but did not

agree with the theory that the forceps and induction of
premature labor ought to be discarded.

—

British
Medical Journal.

An Epidemic Predicted.
—

Colonel Maurice
calls attention, in the United Service Magazine, to the
Chinese claim that there are 500,000 men massed
around Pekin. This force has already beeu there
for some time, and it is likely to remain for several
months longer. It is an elementary maxim of military
tactics that a large force of men should not be gath-
ered until a short time before they are to be employed ;
otherwise an epidemic, resulting from enforced lack
of sanitary arrangements, is almost inevitable. There-
fore, the writer predicts that as soon aa warm weather
begins in the spring there will be a most frightful out-
break of pestilence in some form or other, prob-
ably iu many forms, but beginning with malignant
typhus in its most virulent shape. Colouel Maurice
suggests that while there is yet time all foreigners in
Pekin be withdrawn under adequate protection.

" One Man One Job." — The February number of
the Practitioner gives the following story told by Sir
George Johnson, president of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians, at a dinner of the Laryngological Society, in
illustration of tho extraordinary firmneBa with which
this one-man-onc-job principle ia rooted in tho public
mind. " He (Sir George Johnson) waB once sent for to
Bee a lady who had consulted him several times for some

affection of the throat. He found that she was suffer-
iug from Bright's disease. When the husband was

informed of his wife's condition, be at once sent for
another physician, taking it for granted that Sir
George Johnson's kuowledge did not extend to the
kidneyB. The poor lady died iu a few days of her
renal complaint, having very possibly fallen a victim
to the absurd delusion that each man must have his
own little ' allotment ' in the human body, and muat
not trespass on any other."

A Case of Malpractice.
—

Dr. Famsworth, of
Clinton, la., reporta the following caao in the Medical
and Surgical Reporter: "The Spitz dog of a highly
respectable family of this city had a difficulty with
his throat. Respiration impeded ; deglutition difficult.
The carriage was ordered out and ' Tip '

was taken to
a leading surgeon. Tho latter diagnosed stenosis or

tumor of the larynx in the neighborhood of the vocal
cords, as Tip's bark had sailed away and was lost atC.
An examination confirmed this diagnosis, and under
chloroform an operation was performed. Tho dog
died. At post-mortem examination it was found that
someone had slipped over his head a rubber band such
as druggists use to tie up packages. It had worked

through the hair and bedded itaelf in the skin. In
any case it was tho cause of the dog's death, and the
bereaved are now querying where to fix the blame."

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.— Dur-
ing the week ending at noon, February 27, 1895, there
were reported to the Board of Health, of Boston, the
following numbers of cases of acute infectious disease:
diphtheria 89, scarlet fever 30, measles 23, typhoid
fever 2.

A Step Towards Extra-Mural Teaching.—
The Medical Faculty of Harvard University has voted
to authorize approved physicians having the necessary
facilities and desirous of teaching its medical students,
to announce their courses yearly iu the Medical School.
Such aunouucementB should be sent to the Committee
on Applications to Teach, which consists of E. H.
Bradford (Chairman), R. Hi Fitz, W. T. Porter.

Four Years' Course at the Yale Medical
School.—The faculty of the medical department of
Yalo University has decided to extend the course from
three to four years, and a committee has been ap-
pointed to perfect plans for the new course.

Miscellany

HEROIC TREATMENT.
In an article in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, on

"An Episode in Medical History," Dr. G. W. Balfour
gives an account of the extent to which the treatment
by blood-letting was carried when at the height of its
popularity. The case of Betsey Moffat, reported in
the Edinburgh Medical Journal for September, 1865,
is well worthy of record. Dr. Balfour's account is
as follows: "Admitted to hospital with-a sharp at-
tack of pneumonia, she was freely bled from the arm,
besides undergoing other lowering (so-called antiphlog-
istic) treatment ; in a fortnight she was dismissed as
cured. Ten days subsequently she was re-admitted
with a recurrence of all her symptoms, and a pulse of
130 ; she was treated as formerly by repeated vene-

sections, etc. After two days she lay insensible, with
a feeble pulse of 104, and a rattle in her throat like
one dying ; even her physician, Professor Gregory,
admitted that she could not be further bled ; but after
he had stimulated her with hartshorn and sack-whey,
ho was able before leaving the ward to apply a few
leeches to her head, aud he was subsequently able to
take four ounces of blood from her arm. It is satis-
factory to find it recorded that Betsey Moffat recov-
ered. One scarce kuows whether to admire most the
holdnesR of the physician or the luck of the patient."

Dr. Balfour ascribes the popularity of blood-letting
at that timo to the confidence established by the physi-
cian, who when in doubt, has recourse to bold meas-

ures, aud if successful, acquires the reputation for
daring ami courage in life-saving treatment. If death
occurs after such treatment, the statement can cer-

tainly be made that the most radical treatment has
failed to give relief, in spite of prompt and thorough
reBort to it.
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